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Summer 2011         CAN Summer Program for Medical Students


Canadian Arthritis Network (CAN)
Summer Research Program for Medical and Allied Health Professional Students

Background
With support from The Arthritis Society, CAN offers a limited number of summer placements for highly motivated students registered in Canadian medical schools to work with a researcher who is a member of CAN and who is conducting research/development focused on arthritis.  The program also accepts clinical students in allied health professional fields such as dentistry, rehabilitation sciences (including physiotherapy and occupational therapy), nursing, pharmaceutical studies and veterinary medicine. 
There is a need for more people in the field of arthritis and particularly in rheumatology.  The goals of this program are to encourage medical and allied health professional students to become interested in rheumatology and related fields and to expose them early in their careers to the challenges and rewards of health research in arthritis. 
The program

This training program will support medical and allied health professional students for a summer term (up to 3 months) to participate in arthritis research. Potential projects include basic, applied, clinical, health services or population health research.  The Summer Program will provide a bursary for the trainee (plus travel expenses, if applicable, up to a maximum of $1,500).  Other costs, such as operating funds and supplies for the project, are the responsibility of the participating host laboratory or clinical research centre.

This training program not only provides the successful candidate the opportunity to work, but also includes the following: opportunity to present research during the summer by way of a Power Point presentation to fellow students, CAN Investigators, CAN staff and special guests; an orientation meeting (location TBD) at the beginning of the summer that will include an introduction to CAN and The Arthritis Society, the importance of consumers, and other topics relevant to the students; and an invitation to present the research in poster format at CAN’s Annual Scientific Conference in 2011. 
Applicants

Students registered in a Canadian medical school or recognized health professional programs are eligible to apply.  Placements must be carried out under direct supervision of a CAN Investigator.  The stipend per student is a maximum of $6,000 (assuming a minimum of 37.5 hours per week for 12 weeks over the summer).  The stipend will be pro-rated for projects that are shorter than proposed.
Eligibility criteria 
1. Applicant must be a student currently registered in a Canadian medical school or recognized health care professional program.

2. The supervisor must be a CAN Network Investigator able to provide an appropriate research/development environment and willing to make time available to supervise the student.

3. The student cannot be related to the supervisor.
4. The student is ineligible if they have received funding in previous years for the Summer Research Program for Medical and Allied Health Professional Students.
Review criteria

In 2011, CAN will support up to ten trainees. A group of CAN Investigators selected by the Training and Education Committee will review the applications. Review criteria include: 
1. the applicant’s interest in arthritis research; and, 
2. the relevance and suitability of the proposed research project.

Application Process

A list of eligible supervisors (name, location, contact information and brief description of their field of research) is available on the CAN website (www.arthritisnetwork.ca/r_and_d/members_db_list_en.php).  Interested students should: 1) choose a potential supervisor, and 2) contact this potential supervisor to discuss the project and to determine whether the supervisor is willing to accept them for a summer studentship. 
If you require any assistance in this process, please contact Stefanie Cara at scara@mtsinai.on.ca.
At the conclusion of the studentship, students must send a report to CAN that summarizes the outcomes and benefits of the Program and includes a plain language summary of the research results.  The report is to be signed by both the applicant and his or her supervisor.

Eligible CAN Investigators have been informed of the Program and encouraged to become supervisors.  A CAN Investigator may also contact interested students directly to let them know that s/he is willing to supervise a trainee in 2011.
2011 CAN Summer Program Important Dates

Application deadline
Tuesday, February 15, 2011 by 5:00pm EST

Results available
mid March 2011
Program funding begins
May - June 2011 

Student orientation
June 2011
Program funding ends
August 2011
Program evaluations due
September 1, 2011
2011 Annual Scientific Conference
October 26-29, 2011
Canadian Arthritis Network 
Summer Research Program for Medical and Allied Health Professional Students

APPLICATION FORM






_________






Application checklist
1. Application forms completed and signed by student and supervisor (fax signatures are acceptable)

2. Proof of enrolment in a Canadian medical school

Deadline:  Tuesday, February 15, 2011 by 5:00pm EST

Please send all applications electronically to the attention of Stefanie Cara at scara@mtsinai.on.ca. 
Canadian Arthritis Network 
Summer Research Program for Medical and Allied Health Professional Students

APPLICATION FORM (student applicant to complete)

	Applicant’s name:
	

	Complete mailing address:
	

	Phone 
(area code, number, extension):
	

	Email:

	

	School/Program (name of institution):
	

	Current year (circle one):
	
(  1     (  2     (  3

	Year of graduation:
	

	Proposed start/end dates (max. 12 weeks):
	

	Type of Research (check one):
	· Basic   

· Clinical

· Population health

	Strategic focus (check one)
	· Osteoarthritis

· Inflammatory Joint Disease

· Bioengineering for the restoration of joint function

	Research focus (check one):  
	· Biology of Joint Tissue Research

· Clinical Health Services Research

· Engineering and Imaging Research

· Inflammation and Immunology Research


Please explain your motivation to do a placement in the field of arthritis.

(maximum 1/3 page)
Please provide a non-confidential plain language summary describing your proposed research project and why this research is important to people living with arthritis (NOTE: this information will be posted on CAN’s website). (maximum 1/3 page)
Title of the project:

The supervisor is to provide a brief description of the proposed project and the role of the student. 

(maximum 2/3 page)
Applicant
Signature:




_____

Date:





Supervisor
Name:





_____
Signature:




_____

Date:

______

