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GENERAL
Applications will be received for one-year National Aboriginal Arthritis Research Initiative II (NAARI II) Pilot Grant proposals that initiate innovative community-based and scientifically excellent research partnership projects and relationships with aboriginal communities which: 

· in partnership with the aboriginal community, further identify/define the problem of arthritis in aboriginal communities; and/or

· build research and care capacity in the aboriginal community; and/or
· recognize the importance of the leadership role played by the aboriginal community.

The purpose of this program is to establish and develop meaningful and lasting relationships between researchers and aboriginal communities in order to lay the foundation for a federally-funded National Aboriginal Arthritis Research Initiative.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to submit the required information and supporting documentation in the correct format. All information required for the evaluation of the application should be contained on the form provided unless otherwise indicated. 

If you have any questions which are not answered in this document, please call Ms. Stefanie Cara, Research Program Coordinator, at 416 586-4770 or by email at scara@mtsinai.on.ca. 
APPLICATION STAGE

The deadline for registration is March 16, 2010
The deadline for submission of full applications is March 30, 2010.
A complete NAARI II Pilot Grant application contains:

· A complete 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Research Module
· A complete 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Budget Module
· Updated CVs with appendices for the PI and all co-PIs (Common CV format - http://www.commoncv.net)
· Letters of support from all co-PIs, collaborators, consumers and community partners outlining their contribution to the project

· Up to a maximum of five (5) additional files may be submitted in support of the application which include:
· Tables and figures including legends (NOTE: Detailed descriptions of methods and discussion of results should be included in the body of the proposal, NOT in the legend) 

· Images can be submitted in JPG, GIF or PDF format. Applicants can prepare figures with multiple images (e.g.: before/after; 0h, 4h, 14,; etc.) as a single file 

· Maximum two (2) supporting manuscripts/reference documents (PDF format)

· Completed Membership Application Forms and updated CVs with appendices for all non-CAN co-PIs. Two letters of support describing the applicant’s strengths and the added value they will bring as a Network Investigator must be received on or before March 30, 2010. It is preferable that one letter be from a current CAN Network Investigator. Please contact that CAN office if you would like a listing of CAN NIs. Please note that collaborators involved in the project who are not CAN Network Investigators are not required to apply for membership.
IMPORTANT NOTES

· Note the space limitations for all input fields. Characters include: letters, numbers, symbols and punctuation while spaces are NOT included in the character count. Additional pages may NOT be added to the application.

· The 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Research Module, 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Budget Module and Membership Application Forms and appendices must remain as an MS Word and Excel documents. Do NOT convert these documents to PDF (Adobe) format.
All documentation must be presented in one of Canada’s two official languages (English or French). The candidate must assume responsibility for providing suitable translations where necessary. 
Failure to follow these guidelines will jeopardize the review of the application and possibly result in the application being declined.

Please review the 2010 NAARI II Application Guidelines along with these instructions before completing the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Research Module, 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Budget Module and Membership Application Forms.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS – 2010 NAARI II PILOT GRANT RESEARCH MODULE
SECTION I Information on the Project

· Project title: The project title should clearly reflect the proposal.

· Project code: Do not use this field.

· Proposal abstract: The applicant should provide a short (no more than 100 words or 1000 characters) plain language, non-confidential abstract, which will be used by CAN for knowledge exchange purposes and will appear on the public portion of CAN’s web site.
· Environmental assessment: The applicant must answer all three questions related to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act as it applies to the project proposal. Background information about the Act can be obtained at the following web page: http://www.nserc.ca/professors_e.asp?nav=profnav&lbi=p10
· Consumer or community representative Involvement: NAARI II applications must involve consumers or community representatives as collaborators. As such, NAARI II applicants are encouraged to involve consumers or community representatives in the development of the NAARI II project proposal. Indicate the name of the consumer or community representatives involved (or the lead consumer or community representatives if more than one is involved). Assistance in identifying appropriate consumers or community representatives can be obtained by contacting the co-Chairs of the Consumer Advisory Council (through the CAN administrative office). Applications must include a letter of support from the (lead) consumer or community representatives.
SECTION II Information on the principal investigator

· The applicant must complete all of the contact information fields.

· Once the Research Module is complete, the applicant must print the signature page (ONLY the page with the PI’s contact information), sign and date, and fax to the CAN administrative office (416 586-8395) on or before March 30, 2010. 

SECTION III Information on the project team 

· In addition to the applicant, all team members should be identified. Review the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Application Guidelines carefully for the specific eligibility requirements and roles for Co-Principal Investigators and Collaborators.

· Partner contributions are not a requirement of NAARI II Pilot grant program. However, applicants are advised to provide the contact information of any partners providing cash and/or in-kind contributions. This information should also be provided in the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Budget Module. 

· Letters of Support are required from all team members (co-Principal Applicants, Collaborators, Consumers or Community Representatives and Partners) listed in this section. Furthermore, the applicant PI warrants that all team members and/or organizations identified in this section have been contacted and agreed to participate in this project.

SECTION IV Project proposal

· Plain Language Summary: In the space provided (up to one page or 1,500 characters), please include a plain-language summary of the proposed project. This information is crucial for review by consumers on SMAC and RMC, and approval by the Board of Directors.

Details of the Proposed Project and Evaluation Criteria

The following criteria will be used to evaluate full proposals submitted to CAN. All proposals must meet the mandatory eligibility requirements for the CAN research grants in order to be evaluated. Please refer to the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Application Guidelines.
The evaluation criteria are: 

1. Progress and/or Enabling Factors

2. The Research Plan/Feasibility 

3. Collaboration and Partnerships 

4. Management Plan
5. The Project Team 

6. Advancing CAN‘s Strategic Research Plan 

7. Highly Qualified Personnel 

8. Knowledge Exchange & Technology Exploitation 

For each criterion, please indicate in the space provided a clear, concise and self contained justification of your project.
This written justification must be in your proposal – PLEASE ENSURE YOU COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS. No additional material – unless otherwise specifically requested by CAN in previous sections of the proposal form – will be used in the evaluation of your proposal. 

1. Progress and/or Enabling Factors

· Refer to the evaluation criteria.

· Note that this section has a 1,500-character limitation (approx. ½ page).

2. The Research Plan/Feasibility

· Refer to the evaluation criteria and use the headings provided to structure your proposal.
· Note that this section has an 6,000-character limitation (approx. 2 pages).

3. Collaboration and Partnerships
· Refer to the evaluation criteria.

· Note that this section has a 1,500-character limitation (approx. ½ page).

4. Management Plan

· Refer to the evaluation criteria.

· Note that this section has a 3,000-character limitation (approx. 1 page).

5. The Project Team

· Refer to the evaluation criteria.

· Note that this section has identified cells for the name, expertise and responsibility of each project team member. Please use bullet point style. Each section has a 500-character limitation (approx. 50 words).

6. Advancing CAN’s Strategic Research Plan 

· Refer to the evaluation criteria and the document entitled Description of the Research Priorities for the National Aboriginal Arthritis Research Initiative II (NAARI II) - November 11, 2009.
· Note that this section has a 1,500-character limitation (approx. ½ page).

7. Training and Career development of Highly Qualified Personnel

· Refer to the evaluation criteria.

· Note that this section has a 1,500-character limitation (approx. ½ page).

8. Knowledge Exchange & Technology Exploitation

· Refer to the evaluation criteria.

· Note that this section has a 3,000-character limitation (approx. 1 page).

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS – 2010 NAARI II PILOT GRANT BUDGET MODULE
The information required in this section is identical to that provided in the research proposal, and as such, can be copied and pasted directly from the relevant sections. Although the spreadsheet module is duplication, this allows project information to be uploaded automatically into CAN’s grant review database.

Up to $50,000 may be requested for each NAARI II Pilot Grant application. 
Each co-PI must have an active role and be integral to the project’s course and completion, and are eligible to receive some of the research grant to fund research activities.
Note: Only the white fields needed to be completed.

Please ensure that you are working within Sheet 1.

GENERAL INFORMATION

· Project title: The title on budget page must be identical to that given in the Research Module (you may copy and paste from SECTION I of the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Research Module).
· Project code: To be completed by the CAN administrative office.
· Proposal abstract: The non-confidential abstract should be identical to the one given in the Research Module (you may copy and paste from SECTION I of the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Research Module).

· Principal Investigator and Co-Principal Investigators: Complete the relevant information for the PI and co-PI(s). If a co-PI is in the process of applying for CAN membership, please include their membership application form, common CV and letters of support with the application documentation. Information provided should be identical to that in Sections II and III of the Research Module.

· Partners: Provide the contact name and company/affiliation of all partners involved in the project.

NOTE: Collaborators need not be listed in the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Budget Module.

FINANCIAL DETAILS
Provide budget information that is sufficiently detailed for review and consistent with the project plan.

Using columns “G”, “H” and “I” of the budget table, indicate how the CAN award funds will be expended using the categories below for the first and second years of funding respectively.
· Salaries - Research Staff: Research Assistants, Technicians, Others.
· Salaries - Research Trainees: PDFs, Graduate students, Summer students.
· Materials, Supplies & Services 

· Animals and surgical costs

· Equipment

· Computer Services 

· Communications 

· Travel: 

· Technology Transfer 

· Other costs
If a partner has been identified in Section III of the 2010 NAARI II Pilot Grant Research Module that will be providing cash and/or in-kind contributions to the project, please indicate this information in columns “N” & “O” (use columns “R” & “S” for all additional partners). 
· Enter the partner’s Company/Affiliation name in the cell labelled “INSERT name of partner”. 
· Using the categories listed above, detail the total cash and in-kind contributions for both years #1 and #2 of the award.

· The partner contribution should ONLY include those directly related to the proposal. DO NOT include grants from other sources.

· For in-kind contributions, please consult the CIHR research partnership guidelines http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/services/funding/grants_awards_guide/current/partnerships
If applicable, provide an itemized list and brief justification for equipment expenditures.

If applicable, provide an itemized list and brief justification for other costs associated with the project.










�









C:\Documents and Settings\jriley\Desktop\Forms\2008 NAARICompApplication_Instruct rev1.doc
Page 3 of 7

